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A NEW YEAR 


Every new day is a new beginning, and every new year 
marks a convenient point for taking stock and plotting a fu- 
ture course. The year 1955 is likely to be a special one 
for the Armed Forces Medical Library. 

This year marks the end of a five year period during 
which the Current List of Medical Literature went through a 
troubled infancy, childhood, and early adolescence, and in 
which it emerges strong, stripped of much of its early awk- 
wardness, and ready for new conquests. 

This year will see the publication of the first quin- 
quennial cumulation of the Armed Forces Medical Library 
Catalog, which should furnish ample evidence of the maturity 
of the Library's cataloging program, begun less than a decade 
ago. 





This year will see, at long last, the publication of 
the final (eleventh) volume in the Fourth Series of the 
Index-Catalogue, marking the end of one phase of the Li- 
brary's reoriented publication program. 

This year will be the year of decision as to whether 
the Library will acquire a new building, toward which it has 
been working since 1918. Concurrence by the Department of 
Defense, the Bureau of the Budget, and the Congress, in that 
order, will be required; the decision must be made on the 
basis of a program in hand, and not on an "if---, then---" 
basis. A favorable decision is devoutly to be wished; any 
decision will be better than none. 

This year the Library will occupy the entire main build- 
ing in Washington, shared for the last 67 years with the 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, now moving out’ to new 
quarters. The relations between the Library and the Insti- 
tute have always been cordial and of mutual benefit in many 
ways; nevertheless, we look forward with keen anticipation 
to our new situation. It will give us an opportunity to in- 
tegrate the collection better and to service it more effi- 
ciently; psychologically, it should provide a considerable 
lift to staff morale and a renewed sense of dedication to 
long-term institutional aims, rather than to short-term sec- 
tional objectives only; and finally, it brings respite, how- 
ever brief, from awesome space problems which otherwise 
shortly, and very shortly, would become all but unmanageable. 
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MOVING DAY 








The removal of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 
from the main building at 7th and Independence Avenue, S§, ¥,, 
to new quarters at the Walter Reed Army Medical Center has 
been postponed and postponed again during the last months, 
but there is every likelihood that the date now set, 15 Janu- 
ary, is firm, On that day the Institute will begin its dif- 
ficult transfer; on that day also the Library will begin to 
occupy each area as it is vacated by the Institute. 

The Library's plans have been underway for some time 
Already, lighting has been changed; partitions have been 
torn down and others erected; areas have been painted. (Much 
more of this kind of work remains to be done.) Steel has 
been ordered for new stack areas on the first floor and base- 
ment of the west wing; agreement has been reached on new di- 
visional space allocations. 

The Library will vacate portions of temporary struc- 
tures on the opposite side of Independence Avenue, occupied 
since 1950, and bring activities now located there back into 
the main fold. It will be a great satisfaction to leave be- 
hind a wooden stack area now holding 130,000 volumes, anda 
second-story floor which quivered ominously whenever foot 
was set upon it. 

The move will not mean much in terms of space gained, 
which amounts roughly to 6,000 square feet, as shown in the 
following summary: 


1954 1955 

Main Building, Washington 38 ,056 69 , 825 
Temporary construction, Washington 24,035 0 
Main leased space, Cleveland 6,862 5 , 589 
Storage leased space, Cleveland 325 0 
69, 278 75,414 


But at least it will have loosened slightly the tight 
noose presently around our necks; staff working areas will 
more closely approach a reasonably humane norm, and shelf 
space will be available to provide adequately for additions 
to our collections until about the summer of 1957. If a new 
building is not a reality by that time, the Library again 
will have reached its present state, in which operations are 
seriously hampered at every turn by scandalous overcrowding 
and the Library is deprived of the ordinary amenities of 
good vertical communications, sound roofs, and protection 
against fire hazard. 


PUBLIC CATALOGS REORGANIZED 


During the last ten eventful years in the Library's his- 
tory a good many major and minor moves of staff, equipment 
and books have been made. These changes were usially dicta- 
ted by crowded physical conditions. During Christmas week 
of 1954 another major move was made; although motivated by 
space considerations,this move was made possible by progress 
in recataloging the old collections. 
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ARMED FORCES MEDC Ah DBR AB YS eesti 
pe 

This most recent adjustment was a major reorganization 
of the Library's public card catalogs, effected by moving 
the remaining sections of the old catalog from the west end 
to the east end of the second floor corridor. The new Name 
Catalog and Subject Catalog now have sole occupancy of the 
space just outside the Reading Room. 

The change will place the Subject Catalog closer to the 
Reference Division; it will allow the installation of con- 
sultation stands, lessen the crowded condition of the west 
end of the corridor, and will place the old catalog nearer 
its chief users, -- the Acquisition and Catalog Divisions' 
staff members. 

The move calls to mind the day early in 1946 when the 
six 120-tray cabinets of the old catalog were moved into the 
corridor to make additional reader space available in the 
Reading Room. Then there was the time in the spring of 1950 
when the growth of the new catalogs forced the reorganiza- 
tion and consolidation of the old files into four 120-tray 
cabinets to release floor space for additional 60-tray cab- 
inets. The recent move is different from the two previous 
ones in that the lessening value of the old catalog in the 
Library's public service has made it possible to provide 
more, and more conveniently arranged, work space at the new 
catalogs. 


EXHIBIT 


The Library's exhibit for January commemorates the cen- 
tennial of the birth of Albert Neisser (1855-1916), an out- 
standing dermatologist, bacteriologist and social hygienist, 
who is best known for being the first to demonstrate the 
gonococcus, in 1879. He was a member of a group including 
Cohn, Cohnheim, Heidenhain, Ehrlich, Koch, Weigert and 
Wassermann which made Breslau one of the important centers 
of research in the medical sciences during the last quarter 
of the 19th century. 

The exhibit was prepared by Mr. David A. Kronick of the 
Library's Reference staff, with the assistance of Mr.John H. 
Richter of the Library of Congress. 


WHO USES AFML, AND FOR WHAT? 


For a number of years now the Armed Forces Medical Li- 
brary has been keeping statistics on the number of reference 
questions asked each month, the number of interlibrary loans 
distributed and the number of photoduplication orders filled. 
On occasion, we have categorized these requests as to source 
whether from military agencies, from other governmental a- 
gencies, or from non-governmental areas. Recently we have 
attempted to examine requests to gather statistics such as: 
geographical breakdown of request source; subject of request; 
institution with which the requester is associated; method 
of handling the request. Some 800 reference questions and 
400 interlibrary loan requests were subjected to analysis, 
from which some generalizations may be reported. 
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WHO USES THE ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY? Medica} 
school libraries request about 50% of all the non-government. 
al interlibrary loans distributed by this Library, and they 
ask about 30% of all the reference questions coming in by 
mail. While the number of reference questions is distributed 
fairly equally between the various schools, the number of 
interlibrary loans drops off as the distance from Washington 
increases, as might be expected, due to high express rates, 
The following groups make especially heavy demands on the 
Armed Forces Medical Library: general practitioners; li, 
brarians; medical specialists (notably surgeons, psychia 
trists, pathologists), and laymen (particularly those work 
ing in para-medical scientific fields, and in the social 
sciences). There is comparatively little use of the Library 
by medical and dental students, as might be expected, or by 
nurses or dentists. The institutions most often represented 
by requesters are: general practice; hospitals and clinics 
medical and dental schools; libraries (a number of them in 
industry); non-medical departments of universities. As to 
reference questions, military use follows the pattern of 
civilian use, with a coefficient of correlation of .786. 

WHAT WAS ASKED FOR? Titles requested on interlibrary 
loan were, predominantly, recent foreign-language journals 
65% of all requests were for periodicals, and 29% represent 
ed volumes published since 1950. Subjects requested run the 
entire gamut of the field; for some reason, pharmacology 
public health and orthopedic surgery are prominent interests 
insofar as interlibrary loans are concerned, but not in ref 
erence requests; on the other hand, bacteriology and gastro 
enterology are prominent interests among the reference re 
quests, but not in interlibrary loans. 

HOW WERE QUESTIONS ANSWERED? About one fourth of the 
questions asked are answered by furnishing a single fact 
Approximately one third of all questions are answered b 
compiling a short list of bibliographical citations on 
particular subject. The remainder is handled in various 
ways: by completing a citation; by photostating existing 
reference lists; by providing names of private translators 
or research workers; by referral to local libraries or mor 
appropriate agencies; and, in the case of some lay request 
by suggesting consultation with a local physician. 

WHAT CONCLUSIONS MAY BE DRAWN? It has to be remembere 
that the Armed Forces Medical Library is a national l 
brary -- a library of record and a kind of court of last r 
sort in medical literature, and that it functions to a grea 
extent by backstopping and supplementing existing localr 
sources. The total picture of medical literature use canno 
be guessed at from this Library's experience alone, but mus 
come from consideration of AFML experience along with th 
experience of other medical libraries more directly relate 
to the using groups. The heavy use of foreign literature a 
this Library, which is assumed to be in contrast to the sit 
ation which obtains in most local libraries, perhaps has 
plications chiefly for AFML's own acquisition, catalogi 
and personnel policies, and points out again the unique pos 
tion of the National Medical Library among other Ameri 
medical libraries. 














